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The Lingnan Foundation’s mission is to contribute to the advancement
of higher education in the historic Lingnan region of South China,
including Hong Kong.

The Foundation’s goals are:

1. To promote academic excellence, intellectual openness, and service
to society.

2. To encourage cooperation and the scholarly exchange of information
and ideas between Chinese and Americans.

These goals are a reaffirmation of the Foundation’s historical values,
which were shaped by the ideals of the former Lingnan University and
its history as an institution built upon Sino-American cooperation and
its motto of “Education for Service.”

The Foundation focuses its support on a limited number of places
and institutions, giving special priority to [supporting] institutions with
historical Lingnan affiliations. Thus, the Foundation works primarily
with Lingnan University, in Hong Kong, Sun Yat-sen (Zhongshan) Uni-
versity, and its Lingnan (University) College in Guangzhou. The Founda-
tion may direct funding to other institutions and organizations when
specific programs meet the Foundation’s goals and resources allow.
Please refer to our website for proposal guidelines.

The Foundation supports programs that promote liberal learning.
Liberal learning prepares students to live responsible, productive and
creative lives in a changing world by developing intellectual skills and
capacities through engagement with challenging ideas across a range of
subject areas. It encourages students to be informed and responsive
members of society by strengthening critical thinking, creative prob-
lem-solving, leadership capacity, intercultural sensitivity and adaptabil-
ity, and a desire for lifelong learning. 
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september 29, 2003

Dear Friends,

We are delighted to share the 2002-3 Lingnan Foundation Program and
Activities Report. 

Inspired by the achievements of the former Lingnan University with
its superb liberal arts program and motto of “Education for Service,” the
Foundation has implemented a new programmatic focus on liberal
learning. This emphasis reflects an interest in cultivating key skills
among teachers and students that are crucial in this era of globalization:
critical thinking, leadership ability, international understanding and
service to society. 

Even at this initial stage, the Foundation is supporting several pro-
grams that stand out as fine examples of liberal learning. At Lingnan
University in Hong Kong, over 400 students became involved in com-
munity service through a “Lingnan Off-Campus Volunteer Experience”
(love) program. At Sun Yat-sen University (syu), collaboration between
the history and anthropology departments inspired the creation of a
summer fieldwork program where undergraduates in a variety of major
fields explored the transformation of rural society by investigating their
own home villages. At Lingnan (University) College at syu, undergradu-
ate students are teaching l(u)c retirees how to use computers and surf
the Web. These programs—and others—bring new perspectives and
add important value to a university education. 

In its 110th year, the Foundation sought to reach a broader con-
stituency of Lingnan family and friends. This effort has been educa-
tional and edifying. We have learned a great deal about the enduring
legacy of the original Lingnan University as well as witnessed strong
allegiance to the enduring values of that remarkable institution. We
remain committed to continuing this wider conversation and encour-
age you to contact us with your perspectives and ideas.

We thank you for your interest in our work and hope you are encour-
aged by the range and focus of the programs described here. We also
wish to express our great appreciation for the faculty, staff and students
at Lingnan University in Hong Kong, Sun Yat-sen University in
Guangzhou and its Lingnan (University) College for their enthusiasm,
hard work and friendship. 

Sincerely,

Leslie Stone Jane Permaul
executive director chairman

Message from the Chairman
and Executive Director
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The Lingnan Foundation, formerly the Trustees of Lingnan University,
was first incorporated in the State of New York in 1893 to support the
development of a college in Guangzhou, China, which later became
Lingnan University. After the change of government in China in 1949,
the Arts and Sciences faculties of Lingnan were merged with Zhongshan
University, on the former Lingnan campus. Thereafter, the Trustees con-
ducted their work primarily in Hong Kong with several colleges that
became The Chinese University of Hong Kong and with the institution
that is now Lingnan University, Hong Kong. In 1980, the Trustees
resumed their activities in Guangzhou, principally with Zhongshan Uni-
versity and, since 1988, with Zhongshan's constituent Lingnan (Univer-
sity) College. In October 2001, Zhongshan University and the Sun Yat-
sen University of Medical Science merged. At that point, the institution
was renamed Sun Yat-sen University in English (still Zhongshan Univer-
sity in Chinese). 

Grants Program

Starting this year, the Foundation focused on supporting the develop-
ment of liberal learning. The Foundation believes that the hallmarks of a
strong liberal education curriculum include a) a focus on student learn-
ing and teaching that enables the mastery of analysis and expression, b)
multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary inquiry, c) the integration of aca-
demic work with experience through community service, field study
and internships, d) student participation in research and independent
study, and e) international perspectives and exchange. A liberal learning
approach can be incorporated into all academic disciplines and profes-
sional education programs. 

During the fiscal year, the Foundation disbursed a total of $783,663 in
grants. The individual programs supported are listed on the following
pages.
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Clinical Legal Education, Sun Yat-sen University Law School: The Ling-
nan Foundation has supported Sun Yat-sen University’s labor law clinic-
-one of only a few in China — since its inception in 2001. Selected law
students, under faculty supervision, provide legal services to “disadvan-
taged groups”, with a focus on assisting migrant workers. The program
serves as a significant teaching and learning opportunity as students
take on actual legal cases.

Lingnan Off Campus Volunteer
Experience (love) Project, Ling-
nan University/Hong Kong: The
love Project seeks to develop a
tradition of service on the Ling-
nan University campus, by creat-
ing a network of students who
volunteer in the local community.
In 2002, over 1000 students partic-
ipated. Thirty were trained to
serve as project leaders, and ten
staff/faculty members partici-
pated as advisors and trainers.
The program is intended to be
self-sustaining over time with stu-
dents assuming all leadership
roles.

Computer Training for the Elderly, Lingnan (University) College: This
program originated with one of last year’s W.T. Chan Fellows, Li
Zhuowen, who offered basic computer training to elderly people in Los
Angeles. At Lingnan (u) College, retirees learned basic computer skills
with the assistance of volunteer student tutors. The purposes of the pro-
gram were to promote intergenerational understanding, enrich the lives
of elderly educators, and encourage students to serve their community.



Integration of Academic Work with Experience through
Community Service, Field Study, and Internships

As a part of Lingnan University’s
LOVE program, 117 students and
staff members produced 125
scarves for the elderly and needy
families. Many of the participants
learned to knit for the first time.
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The Chan Fellows Program reflects the Lingnan motto of “Education for
Service” by commemorating Professor Wing-tsit Chan, former Dean of
Lingnan University and distinguished Professor of Chinese Philosophy
and Religion, and his commitment to higher education, increased inter-
national understanding, and personal development. The Institute of
International Education manages a competition to select six Fellows
each year from Sun Yat-sen University, Lingnan (u) College at Sun Yat-
sen University and Lingnan University, Hong Kong to participate in this
program. The selected Fellows take part in a five-and-a half month serv-
ice learning experience in Los Angeles. They are placed by ucla’s Bruin-
corps in non-profit organizations within the Los Angeles area that
address social concerns related to their individual interests and are
required to implement self-designed projects. The Fellows live in Ameri-
can homes, and attend weekly seminars and cultural events. In the pro-
gram’s third year, the Chan Fellows, listed on the next page, continue the
challenge of self-fulfillment through international participation in
social service.

Wing-tsit Chan Fellowships Program

Chan Fellows Alternative Break

Chan Fellows Alternative Break, University of California-Berkeley Cal
Corps: Cal Corps hosted a ten day trip for the Chan Fellows to explore
social issues of the rural Central Valley and the urban Bay Area. In the
Central Valley, Fellows volunteered alongside uc Berkeley students to
paint a Habitat Humanity house in Modesto, Calif., and learned about
migrant farm worker issues. The urban program included a three-day
service immersion experience in San Francisco.



Zeng Yu Yang (Juliet) volunteers at
two organizations in Inglewood
City, California—Rogers Park, a
community
organization
where she
runs a cul-
tural pro-
gram and a
music pro-
gram, and
the Ingle-
wood Senior Center, where she
teaches seniors how to use com-
puters as well as Taiji. She says,
“When I saw the people here
working for the seniors, kids,
teenagers and disabled people, the
people's spirit of service here
moved me, and made me think a
lot—that's exactly what China
needs. China is in a different
developing period than the usa, so
it maybe will require several gener-
ations' effort to improve the serv-
ice status and solve social prob-
lems in China, but it is very good
for us to learn something here,
then we can have more sense of
giving.” She is a graduate student
at Lingnan (University) College.

Zeng Yu (Gary) is a postgraduate
student in the law school of Sun
Yat-sen University, Guangzhou. “I
am now con-
ducting my
Chan fellow-
ship at Cen-
ter for Law in
the Public
Interest
(clipi), a
non-profit
law firm focusing on public inter-
est areas, such as environmental
justice, education issues, and civil
rights. My future fellowship plan
in clipi includes the following
parts. First, I will assist  clipi
attorneys in the Chinatown Corn-
field Project, an environmental
justice project closely related to
communities around Los Angeles
Chinatown. Due to my language
advantages, I plan to assist clipi in
coalition building, community
education and other activities.
Second, I plan to conduct research
on discrimination towards ethnic
groups in Los Angeles, especially
those discriminative laws against
Chinese. I believe that such
research will be helpful for clipi ’s
public advocacy.”

Song Yueting (Clare) currently
works in wlcac (Watts Labor
Community Action Committee),
which is the
biggest non-
profit organi-
zation in
Watts with a
history of
over forty
years. “Right
now I'm
working on an independent proj-
ect, which aims at designing
products from wlcac’s art and
culture programs into marketable
products and developing a busi-
ness plan for Watts area to
develop its cultural tourism.
Hopefully I can contribute to
Watts, which has long borne a
negative reputation of low
income and high crime rate, with
what I have learned as a business
major.” She is a third year student
at Lingnan (University) College at
Sun Yat-sen University.



2003 wing-tsit



Qi Yong (Michael) is working in
Congresswoman Juanita Millen-
der-McDonald’s office in Tor-
rance, Cali-
fornia.
“Because of
my manage-
ment back-
ground, and
my interest
in serving
the low-
income community, I can help
with low income community
property management. There is
still a lot of things need to
improve for the low income com-
munity in China, and my working
in the offices of the Congress-
woman in Terrance of California
will provide me with skills and
experience to apply it in China.”
He is a graduate student at the
School of Management at Sun
Yat-sen University.

Lai Pui Yu (O’nes) is from Ling-
nan University, Hong Kong. “I am
now working in Rewarding Youth
Achievement
(rya), a pro-
gram that is
run through
the Los
Angeles
Youth
Opportunity
Movement.
rya’s mission is to help the city's
youth in the Boyle Heights and
Watts communities seek higher
education. I am now planning
and executing my own leadership
training program called Home-
run. It is called Homerun because
I would like to take the students
to different bases, which means
to different communities and
events in Los Angeles, in order to
discover a variety of things.”

Au Wing Hang (Elise) is working
with children and teenagers. “I
want to know what they think
about society
and how
society
affects them.
So I chose
impacto, a
great pro-
gram under
Pastoral
Proyecto focusing on tutoring
and mentoring programs for
youth. I like the theme of this
organization, “Leadership Chal-
lenging” very much. Why? It is
because when I had been at the
organization for two weeks there
were some personnel problems
that affected my work. I had con-
sidered leaving but later decided
to stay. Sometimes, having a
proper attitude is important to
make you work better and com-
fortably.” She is a third year stu-
dent at Lingnan University, Hong
Kong.


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History and Anthropology collaboration, Sun Yat-sen University: “The
Transformation of Rural Society” is a new interdisciplinary seven-week
summer workshop/fieldwork program that annually involves thirty
undergraduates who do not major in history or anthropology. The partic-
ipants study related research methodologies and theoretical frameworks
and spend six weeks in rural areas to study the relationship between the
past and present in rural China. 

Small Enterprises Development Assistance, Lingnan (University) Col-
lege: An emphasis on “ethical responsibility” is reflected in this program
where MBA students, representing three new student “clubs,” serve as
consultants to small businesses in Guangdong Province. 

Lingnan Foundation Teaching Scholars (lifts) Program, Lingnan Uni-
versity/Hong Kong: Since 1996, the Lingnan Foundation has supported
the annual selection of a young international scholar who spends a year
teaching at Lingnan University. The university offers an attractive posi-
tion for these young scholars who spend the year teaching and conduct-
ing research in areas of mutual interest. Previous lifts have been instru-
mental in assisting with the development of the university’s new major in
history and teaching key subjects. M. Scott Solomon (Ph.D. in Political
Science) was the 2002-2003 lifts.

Sex/Gender Education Forum, syu Comparative Literature and World
Literature Department: The primary focus of this program is a Sex/Gen-
der Forum brings scholars from Hong Kong and Taiwan to syu to offer
seminars on relevant topics such as feminist theories and the interna-
tional women’s movement. The Foundation’s grant supports the further
development of a resource center and the establishment of a website that
encourages dialogue on gender issues among student groups worldwide.

Multidisciplinary/Interdisciplinary Inquiry



Lingnan (University) College, l(u)c

Lingnan (University) College, L(U)C, is a college within Sun Yat-Sen University. It
was established in 1988.  

In drawing upon the traditions of the original Lingnan University and experi-
ences from leading educational institutions at home and abroad, L(U)C strives for
educational reform and outstanding academic achievement.  L(U)C has six depart-
ments (five in economics and one in business administration), six undergraduate
programs, twelve graduate majors and three PhD programs.  Its management edu-
cation programs, in particular, benefit from affiliations with top American and
European universities.  The IMBA program was initiated through cooperation with
the Sloan School of Management at MIT, the Carlson School of Management and
L(U)C jointly offer an Executive MBA program, and a new Technology EMBA is
jointly sponsored with the University of California at Berkeley.

The student enrollment at L(U)C is just over 2,000, of which 1,000 are under-
graduate students.  For all its students, including graduate, MBA and PhD, L(U)C
emphasizes the cultivation of comprehensive qualities and fulfillment of the Ling-
nan motto, “Education for Service.”



Sun Yat-sen University

Sun Yat-sen University (syu) is a key university in China. With four campuses
located south and north of the Pearl River in Guangdong Province, the university
was named Sun Yat-sen University in 1926 to commemorate Dr. Sun after his death.
At present, the University has 21 schools and two colleges including the Schools of
Humanities, Foreign Languages, Law, Political Science and Public Administration,
Management, Education, Mathematics and Computational Science, Physics and
Engineering, Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Earth and Environmental Sci-
ences, Life Science, Information Science and Technology, Public Health, Social
Work, Nursing Studies, Lingnan (Economics) College and Zhongshan Medical Col-
lege. It also has other educational institutions such as the Graduate School, The
School of Continuing Education and The School of Network Education. Last year,
the university had a student enrollment of 40,200, of which 18,600 were undergrad-
uate students, and a faculty and staff body of more than 11,850 people, including
660 professors, 1,354 associate professors, and 370 doctoral supervisors.

lingnan foundation



Lingnan  University (Hong Kong)

Lingnan University is Hong Kong’s only liberal arts institution. 2002 marked Ling-
nan University’s 35th anniversary. 

The University has 2,127 undergraduate students, 32 post-graduate students
and 137 faculty members of which 93.4% have Ph.D. degrees.  This is the second
highest percentage among the universities in Hong Kong.  The Hong Kong Eco-
nomic Journal Monthly conducted a comprehensive assessment of the eight uni-
versities in Hong Kong this year and ranked Lingnan University as the fourth best
university.

According to President, Edward Chen, the educational aims of the University
are to equip students with the ABCs of a liberal arts education — Adaptability,
Brainpower and Creativity. He believes that these are exactly the qualities that the
“New Economy” requires.



institutional profiles
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ba Contemporary English Studies Summer
Abroad Programme (baces), Lingnan Univer-
sity, Hong Kong: This summer program meets
Lingnan University’s requirement that all Eng-
lish majors spend at least a summer abroad in
an English speaking country. Approximately 30
Lingnan students enroll in summer study at
Kent University in the uk and take part in a
study tour of the region. The Foundation’s sup-
port provides partial subsidies for the partici-
pants’ international travel.

Fulbright Guest Lecture Program, l(u)c: Foun-
dation support for this l(u)c program brings
most of the U.S. Fulbright Scholars in China to
l(u)c to deliver lectures and seminars on a broad variety of topics. Stu-
dents participate in a seminar format and take leadership roles as they
prepare for and host the Fulbrighters during their visit.

Lingnan Visiting Tutors (lvts), Lingnan University/Hong Kong: Young
graduates from abroad serve as assistant tutors in the English depart-
ment and live in residence halls in order to promote an English-speaking
environment. They implement a wide range of activities within the hos-
tels that seek to encourage cross-cultural understanding while enhanc-
ing English proficiency. 

Yale-China Association English Teaching Fellowship Program at l(u)c:
This program brings recent Yale University graduates to l(u)c to teach
spoken English and promote cross-cultural dialogue and understanding.
Ms. Kate Mason and Mr. Aaron Lichtig were English Teaching Fellows at
Lingnan (University) College at Sun Yat-sen University in 2002-2003.

Lingnan Foundation Professorship, University of Hong Kong: Russell
Leong, Adjunct Professor at the University of California’s English Depart-
ment, was the 2002-2003 Lingnan Foundation Professor in hku’s inter-
disciplinary Programme in American Studies. He taught Asian American
culture and literature.

via (formerly known as Volunteers in Asia), Guangzhou English Train-
ing Center for the Handicapped: The English Training Center was
founded by former syu Professor of English, Lu Shourong, and involves
many syu students and faculty in teaching and otherwise supporting
people with disabilities. Through via, Mr. Len Wolfe served as a foreign
English instructor at the Center in 2002-2003.

International Perspectives and Exchange
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The Lingnan Foundation established the Faculty Development Fund for
Sun Yat-sen University in 1998. This program brings selected faculty to
the United States and elsewhere abroad to study or attend international
conferences. Since its inception, 74 faculty members have taken part.
The goal is to strengthen teaching, research, skills, and managerial meth-
ods at the University. The selected faculty members play important roles
in all its schools, departments and academic offices.

A parallel “Staff Training Program” offers opportunities for staff mem-
bers to visit counterpart institutions in Hong Kong and work alongside
colleagues there, or occasionally study in the U.S. and elsewhere.

2003 Sun Yat-sen University “Faculty Development Fund” Grantee list
Name Department Host University or Institute
Zhong Dong Antiquarian Chinese University of hk
Chen Hua Anthropology Dept Calgary University, Canada
Chen Shuixia Chemical Engineering Illinois University, us
Liu Xing Law School Ohio University, us
Jia Baoguo Mathematics Dept New York State

University, us
Li Xiyuan hk, Maco and Pearl Pittsburgh University, us
Wang Xuemei Geographical Environment Iowa University, us
Huang Guoxin History Dept
Shi Xuhua Biological Sciences
Jiang Xiaohua Information Sciences 
Yang Tingbao Biological Sciences Edward State

University, us
Tang Guanghua Management School
Mao Yanhua hk, Macao and Pearl
Liu Lan Chemical Engineering

2003 Sun Yat-sen University international conference participants 
Name Department or School
Liu Feng School of Management
Bao Jigang Geographical Science Dept
Chen Jun Science and Engineering School
Wang Ning Sociology Dept
Dai Daoqing Mathematics Dept
Huang Yi Mathematics Dept
Huang Jiwu School of Information Science
She Jicong School of Science and Engineering

Sun Yat-sen University Faculty Development Fund
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2003 Sun Yat-sen University “Administrative
Staff Training Program” Grantees 

Name Dept. or Office Host University or Institute
Xia,Dan President Office To be finalized
Ding,Jiping Personnel hk Polytechnic University
Liang,Qingyan Social Science Chinese University of hk
Xu,Junzhong Graduate School hk University
Dai,Yue University Affairs Chinese University of hk
Li,Qiye Placement Office hk Polytechnic University
Xu,Dongli Alumni Association hk Baptist University
Chen,Wangnan Presiden’s office hk Baptist University
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The New Initiatives Fund was developed to encourage faculty at Sun Yat-
sen University to initiate creative new programs that support their
departments after returning from study abroad. The nif was available to
faculty members who have studied abroad through the Lingnan Foun-
dation-supported Faculty Development Fund (described above). Project
proposals were selected on a competitive basis with priority given to
ideas with a focus on teaching and student learning, interdisciplinary
inquiry, and the integration of academic work with community service,
field study, or relevant internships.

The 2003-03 winners are listed below. 

Xia Jimei of the School of Foreign Languages will develop an interdisci-
plinary course covering basic concepts of women/gender studies, brief
history of feminism, and different perspectives on gender issues. 

Qiu Rongliang of the Department of Environmental Sciences will offer
fieldwork opportunities for those majoring in Environmental Science in
Shaoguan, Guangdong and Yuanjiang, Yunnan to enable them to learn
about a green technology called phytoremediation. 

Qiu Haixiong of the Department of Sociology at the School of Govern-
ment will coordinate an interdisciplinary teaching program for under-
graduates focusing on research about industrial clusters in Zhongshan
and Nanhai in Guangdong province. 

Chen Bingyun, syu Librarian, will introduce library automation tech-
nologies to students and library staff. The goal is to inspire them to
implement related technologies at syu. A second project involves creat-
ing a catalogue of electronic journals to improve the use of library
resources. 

New Initiatives Fund (nif)
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Thank you to our recent donors. Your contributions are most welcome!
Peter Geithner
Elizabeth Knup
Lilian Lee
Tun-Hsu McCoy
Peter and Linda Rorhbach

With thanks to Fawn Wang, who served as the Foundation’s Director of
Outreach until September 2003, and to our volunteers from this past year:

Audrey Hing
Andrew Rohrbach 
Ivy Su
Sze Shuk Ling

Financial Summary

As of June 30, 2003, the Lingnan Foundation’s assets were valued at
$18,533,619. Copies of the audited financial statements prepared by Pall-
man & Company are available upon request.

Proposal Guidelines and Deadlines

Grant announcements are made in mid-November and mid-May follow-
ing the Foundation’s semi-annual board meetings. For more information
about how to submit a grant, please refer to the Foundation’s website:
www.lingnanfoundation.org.

Front and back photographs courtesy of
Special Collections,Yale Divinity School Library

Donors and Volunteers
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